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In a recent interview with Elio Gaspari, reporter for the Brazilian news magazine VEJA, Cuban
President Fidel Castro stated that attempting reprisals against Brazil because of its decision to
suspend interest payments on its foreign bank debt would be tantamount to putting out a fire by
dousing it with gasoline. According to Castro, "Brazil is defending not only its national interests,
but the interests of all debtor nations. Whatever victories Brazil achieves will also benefit all Third
World countries." In any event, he added, economic reprisals have never been successful, and a
clear case in point is Cuba.
The Cuban leader pointed out that Third World leaders are no longer concerned with paying the
debt per se, but only interest on the debt, and in some cases, only a portion of the interest. On
solutions to the debt crisis, Castro said that in principle, since the world's major industrial powers
have become wealthy via the appropriation of Third World nations' resources and labor "for
centuries," resources for eliminating underdevelopment should be contributed by those nations,
including the socialist countries. He was quick to point that while the Soviet Union, for example,
cannot be blamed for underdevelopment in Asia, socialist nations must nonetheless contribute as
well since socio-economic progress in in the Third World is in their long-term interest.
In Castro's view, resources for investment in Third World economic development are readily
available. He stated that only 20% of financial resources currently dedicated to the military
establishment world-wide would "wipe out" developing nations' foreign debt. Another source of
financial resources, said the Cuban leader, is seen in Latin America's enormous capital exports.
"Between 1982 and 1986 alone, Latin America exported $131 billion in debt service and profits to the
developed nations. These resources are adequate to meet our needs."
Castro then declared that a new era in North-South relations is underway. "In recent years," he
said, "we have seen a Latin America that is different from that of the 1960s, a Latin America that is
no longer simply...pulled along by Washington. Times change, and Latin American politicians are
aware of these changes."
An example of these changed circumstances, said Castro, is the case of the Nicaraguan revolution
and US policy toward the revolution on the one hand, and Latin American policy vis-a-vis that
conflict on the other. Whereas in the past, Latin American governments may have been obliged in
practice to merely rubber-stamp Washington's actions and policies, today regional political leaders
are presenting a united front against US intervention. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 03/16/87)
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